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Meet some of 
BIHMST sports  
correspondents

 William M. Larsha, Jr.

Ashley Braun Gendek

BIH MST Travelers, join  
correspondents 

William M. Larsha, Jr. 
 and 

Ashley Braun Gendek  
in their sports 

coverage of University of 
Memphis Tigers, Memphis 

Grizzlies, Memphis 
Redbirds,Tennessee Titans, 
Southern Heritage Classic,  

World Golf Championships-
FedEx St. Jude Invitational ,  

Soccer, and 
much, much more on  

The Mid-South Tribune  
and the Black 

Information Highway at 
www.blackinformation 

highway . com 
Welcome, Travelers! 

 Helping A Hero and Bass 
Pro Shops Award Accessible 
Homes to Vets 

see sports-military page 2 
*** 

Jack Findel-Hawkins Added 
to Tigers Men’s Tennis Pro-
gram 

see sports page 3 
*** 

TN Titans Travel to Face 
Seahawks 

see sports page 4 
*** 

Malco Theatres Popcorn 
Now on Grocery Shelves 

see sports-ent. 5 
*** 

Tailgate Grilling: Aubrey 
D’s Legendary Habanero 
Baked Wings 

see sports-ent. 5

Longtime WGC-FedEx St. Jude Invitational 
Executive Director Darrell Smith will step 
down; Joe Tomek named as replacement

Southern Heritage Classic returns 
to Memphis in full glory, featuring 
two NFL greats in coaching roles

By William M. Larsha, Jr.,  
Senior Sports Correspondent 

The Mid-South Tribune 
and the 

Black Information Highway 
 

 MEMPHIS, TN- The Southern 
Heritage Classic football game 
between Jackson State Univer-
sity and Tennessee State Univer-
sity returned to Liberty Bowl 
Stadium in Memphis for its 32nd 
rendition on September 11, 
2021. Jackson State displayed a 
high-powered offensive attack to 
claim a 38-16 victory. Despite a 
two-year hiatus, the game and at-
mosphere did not disappoint. In 
2019, the game was called off 
due to bad weather just before 

kickoff. Last year, the pandemic 
would not let the game be played. 
 This year, an announced crowd 
of 46,171 were treated to all the 
thrills that have come to be ex-
pected over the last 32 years. The 
tailgating, which is a huge part of 
the overall event, was as normal 
as in years prior. Nearly as many 
people were on the outside of the 
Stadium partying as were on the 
inside watching the game. 

Please see sports page 4
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UofM welcomes NFL Pro 
Football Hall of Fame star 
Isaac Bruce to MSU game

 HBCU rivals meet on Saturday, 
Nov. 20, at 3:30 p.m. ET; Game 
to be broadcast on ESPN3 
ORLANDO, Fla., /PRNewswire/ 
-- College football's preeminent 
HBCU rivalry returns this fall 
when Florida A&M University 
and Bethune-Cookman Univer-
sity square off for the 41st time 
in Florida Blue Florida Classic 
history and the first time as 
members of the Southwest Ath-
letic Conference. 
 The 2021 Florida Blue Florida 

MEMPHIS, TN. – The Univer-
sity of Memphis will celebrate 
Pro Football Hall of Fame in-
ductee and former football stand-
out Isaac Bruce during the team's 
game against Mississippi State 
on Saturday, Sept. 18 at Liberty 
Bowl Memorial Stadium. 
  Prior to the game, Bruce will be 
signing autographs and taking 
photos from 12-2 p.m. at Tiger 
Lane, with a portion of proceeds 
going to benefit the Isaac Bruce 
Foundation Flight 300 Program. 
  The first 10,000 fans at the 
game will get an Isaac Bruce 
rally towel presented by FedEx 
Employees Credit Association. 
Gates open at 1:30 p.m. prior to 
the 3 p.m. kickoff. During half-
time, Bruce will be honored with 
a recognition on field at the Lib-
erty Bowl. Bruce's number 83 
will also be painted on the field 
to honor the M Club Hall of 
Famer. 

  Bruce came to then-Memphis 
State in 1992 after two seasons of 
junior college. He made an im-
mediate impact on the Tiger foot-
ball squad, earning a starting 
position in the 1992 opener and 
never looking back. Teaming 
with quarterback Steve Mat-
thews, Bruce gave Memphis one 
of the nation's top passing at-
tacks, finishing with 39 recep-
tions for 532 yards and five 
touchdowns as a junior. 
 His senior campaign set the 
stage for his professional career, 
as he became the first wide re-
ceiver in program history to post 
a 1,000-yard receiving season. 
He finished 1993 with a school-
record 74 catches for 1,054 yards 
and 10 touchdowns and was the 
only wide receiver in Tiger his-
tory to post 1,000 yards in a sea-
son until Anthony Miller in 2016.  

This year, an announced 
crowd of 46,171 were treated 
to all the thrills that have 
come to be expected over the 
last 32 years. The tailgating, 
which is a huge part of the 
overall event, was as normal 
as in years prior. Nearly as 
many people were on the out-
side of the Stadium partying 
as were on the inside watch-
ing the game. 
It was a highly anticipated contest 
as the teams were both coached 
by hall of famers. Deion Sanders, 
in his second year at Jackson 
State, and Eddie George, in his 

Tickets now on sale for Florida Blue Florida Classic 
HBCU rivals Florida A&M and Bethune-Cookman

Please see sports page 4

Classic will kick off at 3:30 p.m. 
ET on Saturday, Nov. 20, at 
Camping World Stadium. Tickets 
are available now on Ticket-
master. The game will be carried 
live on ESPN3, and fans can re-
live the action during an encore 
showing later that night on 
ESPNU. 
In addition to gameday, the 2021 
Florida Blue Florida Classic 
weekend will also feature a vari-
ety of events, including the Flor-
ida Classic Consortium Kickoff 

Luncheon presented by Florida 
Blue (Nov. 19, noon) and the 
popular Florida Blue Battle of 
the Bands at Amway Center 
(Nov. 19, 7 p.m.). 
On the field, this year's game will 
be the 41st Wildcats-Rattlers 
matchup to be played under the 
"Florida Classic" title and marks 
the 75th overall meeting between 
the schools. B-CU enters 2021 
with nine consecutive wins over 
the Rattlers, however, Florida 
A&M leads the all-time series 

49-24-1. The teams did not com-
pete in 2020 due to COVID-19. 
Bethune-Cookman won the 2019 
edition 31-27 in front of an an-
nounced crowd of 55,730. 
 Overall, more than 1.3 million 
fans have attended the Florida 
Blue Florida Classic since the 
game made Orlando its per-
manent home in 1997 — an aver-
age of nearly 60,000 spectators 
annually. The Classic also holds 

Please see sports page 4

“These last 15 years have 
been truly unbelievable, and 
I cannot thank the fans, part-
ners, and volunteers enough 
for their unwavering support 
of PGA TOUR golf in Mem-
phis. From the day I started 
as an intern in 2005, I recog-
nized the unique connection 
the tournament has with our 
community, and it’s been an 
honor to have a front row 
view,” said Smith. 

MEMPHIS, TN – The PGA 
TOUR announced that longtime 
FedEx St. Jude Championship 
Executive Director Darrell Smith 
will step down from his position 
for a new career opportunity in 
Memphis. Smith will remain in 
his role through September 30, 
2021, before the TOUR’s Joe 
Tomek will take over as Ex-
ecutive Director, effective Oc-
tober 1. 
  “These last 15 years have been 
truly unbelievable, and I cannot 
thank the fans, partners, and vol-
unteers enough for their unwa-
vering support of PGA TOUR 
golf in Memphis. From the day I 
started as an intern in 2005, I rec-
ognized the unique connection 
the tournament has with our 

community, and it’s been an 
honor to have a front row view,” 
said Smith. “Our success has 
been the culmination of hard 
work by countless individuals, 
and I will be forever grateful. 
The future has never been 

brighter, and I will continue to be 
the biggest champion of this tour-
nament moving forward. I can’t 
wait to watch in 2022 as TPC 
Southwind hosts the first FedEx-
Cup Playoffs event.” 
 Outside of one year with the 
AT&T Byron Nelson in Dallas, 
Smith spent 2006 through 2021 
with the PGA TOUR’s longtime 
event in Memphis, rising from 
Tournament Manager to Tourna-
ment Director of the FedEx St. 
Jude Classic between 2011-18, 
before being named Executive 
Director of the World Golf 
Championships-FedEx St. Jude 
Invitational in August 2018. 
 Smith was instrumental in el-
evating the tournament to a WGC 
event in 2018, and most recently 
to the kickoff event for the Fe-
dExCup Playoffs, as the FedEx 

entertained by Grizzline before 
the Redbirds take on the Louis-
ville Bats (Triple-A affiliate, Cin-
cinnati Reds) at 7:10 p.m. Grizz, 
the Grizzlies mascot, plus pop-
ular entertainment teams the 
Grizz Girls and Claw Crew will 
make appearances throughout 
Friday night’s game as well.   
Grizzlies forward Yves Pons will 
get the action started on the field 
by throwing out the game’s cere-
monial first pitch. Pons, a 
member of the starting lineup for 
the University of Tennessee the 
past two seasons, signed a con-
tract with the Grizzlies last 

Redbirds team up with Grizzlies 
for Grizzlies Night at AutoZone Park
Popular Night to Feature Special 
Jerseys, Appearances by Grizz, 
Grizz Girls, Claw Crew  
 
 MEMPHIS, TN— The Mem-
phis Redbirds are proud to once 
again partner with the Memphis 
Grizzlies for “Grizzlies Night” at 
AutoZone Park this Friday, Sep-
tember 17. The annual tradition 
will once again feature plenty of 
action both on and off the field as 
Memphis’ professional sports 
franchises celebrate together on 
a Friday night in the Bluff City.   
The fun will start in the Auto-
Zone Park entry plaza as fans ar-
riving to the game will be Please see sports page 4


